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There is a kernel of truth in the judgment passed by
another of nay acquaintances on his brother officers in the
German General Staff* He applied to them the phrase
"fellows without a country*5 which the Emperor William II
coined for the Social Democrats, and added: "Germany is no
more to them than Hecuba! Their profession is their
Germany!"

The expert becomes obsessed by his profession. It becomes
his home and faith and country; he is ready to sacrifice all
three to it.

Ludendorff's idea of a "distinctive" faith (arteigener Glaube),
which was fairly widespread in military circles, sprang from
two sources. One, the doctrine evolved by Mathilda Luden-
dorff,, was the typical recourse of the uprooted, the clutch at
a substitute. The other was the result of sober reflection.
The world war had shown the superiority of the "superstate
powers," as Ludendorff termed them, over the forces of
national States. These "superstate powers" included Chris-
tianity. In order, therefore, to be fully equipped for a future
war, the Germans must replace the Christian religion by one
of their own, a "racial" religion. Thus Generals and uni-
versity professors became founders of religions for reasons of
expediency. The Japanese State religion was their classical
example. They might have found it more natural to go
back to the State deification of the emperors of ancient
Rome.

Men with such views remained unstable, whether they
came to them through genuine spiritual perplexity or as
cynics seeking to make a virtue of their nihilism. They soon
realized that they were giving their enthusiasm to mere sub-
stitutes, and working themselves into a belief which they
could not take seriously. Men holding such views axe bound
to arrive finally in the narrowed field of the expert as soon
as the opportunity comes*

What happened in Germany can occur in other lands*
The Umbruch or '^ploughing up," as the new German jargon
so well calls it, is no new invention of the Nazis. It began
as long ago as 1914. It is the crumbling of the spiritual
basis of our civilization. la Germany the organized workers
abd the army were the two classes with the most dtefimtfc